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Fishing
At Stokenham in Devon in 1310 the lord of the manor
had all porpoises and salmon which his men caught and
also one-third of the mullet; he had further the right
to buy his fish at a special rate, eight plaice or bream for
a penny, a ray for a penny, and so forth.1 At the other
end of England an Elizabethan survey2 shows that
while the lord of Burgh on Sands had a right to the
' royal and principal fishes, namely whales, sturgeons,
porpoises, thirlepolles, seals, turbots, and such like ',
he did not—at that date—exercise his right without
compensation, but gave his tenants 35. 4^. for sturgeon,
20^. for thirlepolle, and I2d. for turbot. In practice, no
doubt, some such system of rewards was general, or
the prerogative fish would never have been taken.
A somewhat similar case of accommodation is recorded
in 1214 ; 3 the abbot of Fountains had a fishery in
' Codric ' and no one might fish in his lake without his
licence, and when he wished to fish himself he caused a
horn to be blown so that his neighbours might come and
help; for their help the fishers had half the fish 4 taken,
but if any big pike of 4 or 5 feet fell to their share the
abbot might buy it from them for 6rf.5
Besides the reservation of specific fish to the Crown
or other overlord, the mediaeval fisherman had often to
consider rights of foreshore. The privilege of using the
shore for drying and mending nets seems to have been
1 Cal. Inq. p. m.t v. 213.	2  V. C. H. Cumb., ii. 334.
8 Plac. Abbrev,, go.
4	At Stafford when the king netted Ms fishery outside the east-
gate he kept all the pike and bream, and the keeper of the fishery had
all the other fish.    Cal. Inq. p.m., ii. 13.
5	At the end of the same century a pike of 3 ft. fetched 6s. Sd.
in London.    Liber Cust. (Rolls Ser.), 118.
 
fit

